
LONGFORD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

Minutes of Meeting of Longford Municipal District held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Market Square, Longford on Wednesday, 24th January 2018 at 4.00 p.m.

_________________________________________________________________________

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Mae Sexton, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – John Browne, Seamus Butler,






Joe Flaherty, Peggy Nolan and Gerry Warnock.

IN ATTENDANCE:            
Mr. John McKeon, Director of Services.   





Mr. Mark McNerney, Administrative Officer.





Mr. Eamon Bennett, Senior Executive Engineer.





Mr. Brian McNeela, Executive Engineer.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.
The Cathaoirleach and Members welcomed Councillor Flaherty, who was co-opted to 

Longford County Council following the resignation of Councillor Padraig Loughrey, and 
wished him every success.

Councillor Flaherty thanked the members for their welcome and stated that he will endeavour 

to give his best to the Municipal District.
John McKeon, on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the Municipal District, 
also welcomed Councillor Flaherty and assured him of the assistance and support of the staff.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor  P. Nolan seconded by Councillor J. Browne, the Minutes 

of Committee Meeting held on the 22nd November 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and

adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, the Minutes 

of November Monthly Municipal District Meeting held on the 22nd November 2017, as 
circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor J. Browne, the Minutes 

of Committee Meeting held on the 11th December 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and

adopted.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
MANAGEMENT REPORT.
The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.

Update on Extinguishment Of Public Right Of Way at Dun Darrach.

E. Bennett stated that the Council sent written correspondence to the Legal 

Representatives of the last property owner involved in extinguishing the Right of Way. 

The Council was informed that this is not the firm of Solicitors acting on 

behalf of the owners. The Council has now contacted the correct Solicitors based in Dublin 

and is awaiting a reply.
PRESENTATION BY STONEPARK COMMUNITY GROUP.

The Cathaoirleach welcomed Padraig Farrell, Caroline Macken and Geraldine Kane  -
Padraig gave a brief background regarding the Stonepark Community Group – 

structure and support.

Caroline gave a comprehensive presentation regarding the aims and objectives of the Group –

· Stonepark Community Group aims to enhance and develop the Stonepark area by implementing a number of plans and initiatives that will make Stonepark a safer and more attractive place to live, work and play. 

· Objectives include:

· Significantly improve cleanliness and tidiness: litter pick-up, and promotion of anti-litter awareness, maintenance of grass verges, hedge-cutting, planting of native trees and shrubs, flowers, attractive signage at approach roads to village etc.
· Address major road safety concerns & issues:

· Better speed controls & signage

· Safe access to school, Royal Canal walkway and cycle-path, graveyard and recreational areas 

· Remedial works at junction of N63 and R397

· Remedial works to pedestrian approach to school on Ballagh Rd. 

· Low wattage/LED lighting

· Rollout of Community Text Alert Scheme

· Application for Tidy Towns Competition

· Rollout of Senior Citizens Personal Alarm Scheme.

Geraldine addressed the members regarding issues at Stonepark National School -
· Stonepark Parents Association is working in conjunction with the Principal and the BOM of Stonepark School

· Serious safety concerns have been raised by parents

· Building works still ongoing at the school 

· The School and the PA have drawn up a temporary traffic management plan in the interim 

· Pupils being dropped off in undesignated places/drivers doing u turns on the road/double parking

· One pedestrian crossing has being unsuccessfully removed - leading to confusion among the school body.
· Lighted Pedestrian Crossing – need to revisit this issue 275+ accessing school daily

Ask An Garda Síochana to hold random checks to monitor drivers 

· Longford County Council Safety Officer – have contacted them awaiting a response

· School warning lights still not working 

· A final decision be made on the location of the pedestrian crossing with all parties involved in the discussion process– BOM, architect, PA representative and Principal.
· Astro Turf – any grants available to schools for a future project.
John McKeon and Eamon Bennett advised the Group regarding a number of issues raised and 

outlined the areas where the Local Authority will be able to assist.
The members of the Municipal District supported the Group and assured them of the full 

co-operation of the Municipal District committee.

It was agreed that officials from the Council will meet with the Community Group to 

prepare  a plan of action for the area.  It was further agreed that the Community Group 

address the members of the Ballymahon Municipal District also.
DISABLED PARKING /BUS PARKING /AGE FRIENDLY PARKING BAYS IN
LONGFORD TOWN.

E. Bennett stated that the survey of the disabled parking spaces in the town is complete.

National Transport Authority have requested additional Bus Stops on Battery Road near 

St. Christopher's and on the Drumlish Road at pedestrian entrance/exit at Clonbalt Woods. 

They also want to change the existing bus stop on Main Street to a pick up and drop off only.

Also, to move the location further back from the traffic lights at Longford Arms Hotel.   

Age friendly parking signage is ordered and in stock.   The coach stops and age friendly 

parking works are waiting on suitable weather for road marking works.   
B. McNeela confirmed that the final report on the Disabled Parking and Bus parking as
proposed by NTA will be submitted,  for the approval of the members, after report from the 
groups involved in the Walkability Survey of the Town is completed.

Draft Bye-Laws will be prepared for public consultation following the finalisation of the 

survey.

SPEED CONTROL AT GRAFTON COURT, LONGFORD.

J. McKeon informed the members that the Council met with Management of the Longford

Shopping Centre in relation to carrying out various works including traffic control, paved

areas, footpaths, lighting and landscaping works in consultation with the Council’s Architect 

to improve the existing Centre and adjoining shops.   

Councillor S. Butler requested that the provision of speed ramps at Grafton Court be given 

priority.  E. Bennett confirmed that a public consultation process will be required to install 

speed ramps at this location.
MEMORIAL PLAQUE TO THE KIERNAN FAMILY AT THE REMEMBRANCE 
GARDEN, GREAT WATER STREET, LONGFORD.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, it was 

unanimously agreed that a Memorial Plaque to the Kiernan family be erected at the 
Remembrance Garden in Great Water Street.  Draft wording to be circulated to the members.
CAMLIN RIVER FEASIBILITY STUDY.
The Feasibility Study on the Camlin River commissioned a number of years ago was 

discussed by the members.  Councillor Nolan emphasised the need for connectivity between 

Longford town and Clondra.
J. McKeon gave an update regarding the new Camlin River Pedestrian Bridge at the rear of 
the Council offices in Great Water Street.

PROVISION OF ADDITIONAL LOADING BAYS AT LOWER MAIN STREET, 
LONGFORD.

This item was referred from the Infrastructural and Environment Strategic Policy Committee.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Sexton, it was 

unanimously agreed that an additional loading bay be provided outside the Flower Shop on

Lower Main Street – to be included in the Draft Bye-Laws.

DRAFT MUNICIPAL DISTRICT REPORT FOR INCLUSION IN LONGFORD 
COUNTY COUNCIL 2017 ANNUAL REPORT  

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, it was
unanimously agreed to adopt Municipal District Report, as circulated, for inclusion 
in Longford County Council 2017 Annual Report, 

NOTICE OF MOTION.
Ballinalee Road.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Browne and seconded by 

Councillor  P. Nolan   -

“I call on Longford County Council to make arrangements  to have the path cleaned of leaves and dirt, and widened back to its original state, along the Ballinalee Road from the entrance to Ard Michael, out to the roundabout, down to the Laurel Lodge Nursing Home, and back up to the Red Cow Roundabout.”
E. Bennett confirmed that the Council staff have already cleaned the footpaths on the Bypass and the Ballinalee Road  in December last year.  The widening of the footpaths is scheduled to start this week and should be completed by the end of the month weather permitting.
A.O.B.
Round-a-bout at Demesne, Longford.

In reply to a query from Councillor P. Nolan regarding the need for traffic lights at the

round-a-bout on the Battery Road at the Demesne, Longford, E. Bennett confirmed that an 

application has been made for funding to improve this round-a-bout.
Review of Local Electoral Areas
On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was 

unanimously agreed that a Special Committee Meeting of the Municipal District be held on 

Wednesday 7th February 2018 at 4.00 p.m. to consider documentation received from the 

Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee regarding a review of Local Electoral Areas.

This concluded the business of the meeting.[image: image1.jpg]L




Signed: ______________
_

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Longford Municipal District Meeting held on the

28th February 2018.

Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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